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Founded in 1980 by Tony DeLorenzo (at left with Friedman), who took Friedman
under his wing after her earlier years in fashion, the gallery flourished on Madison
Avenue thanks, in large part, to interior designers and clientele among the city's
one percent. Then fashion designer Tomas Maier made an offer for the storefront
itself, which proved impossible to ignore. Friedman received clients in her town
house while searching for another location.

The new gallery is just upstairs from another neighborhood institution—the Zitomer
pharmacy and department store. Former office space has been transformed by
Stephen Sills protege Samuel Amoia, using new limestone slab flooring and pin-
spots. (A line of round holes punched through one wall was suggested by Tony
DeLorenzo, to recall none less than the master Jean Prouve.)

DeLorenzo will open with a 1925 Jean Dunand chair prototype in lacquered stone
composite and Pierre Chareau sconces with prismatic alabaster shades. There's
even a museum-quality Alberto Giacommetti plaster chandelier. But the aforementioned mirror clad in indigo
eyeballs, by California artist Clare Graham, is spoken for. "That's going home with me," Friedman says.

"Armand Albert Rateau pilaster panels in cherry wood form a backdrop for furnishings by Rateau, Dunand, and
Ruhlmann."

 

http://samuelamoia.com/


"The opening exhibit includes a Nicola L "Femme Commode" chest of drawers, a Jean Dunand eggshell lacquer
game table, and Isamu Noguchi's 1982  "Lady Mirror" sculpture." 
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